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The End of 
Ancient Egypt

Egypt was conquered in 332 BC by Alexander the Great, a famous Ancient Greek king who created one of 
the largest empires of the ancient world that stretched from Greece to India. He founded the city of 
Alexandria which became the Egyptian capital. Egypt was now ruled by the Ptolemies (pronounced 
“Tol-uh-mees”) for 300 years until 30 BC.

Lighthouse at Alexandria

Alexander the Great

The city of Alexandria was home to the famous 
Lighthouse of Alexandria, one of the seven 
wonders of the ancient world. It does not survive 
today as it was destroyed by earthquakes a 
thousand years ago. The lighthouse was thought to 
be between 120-137m tall, that’s 30 metres taller 
than Big Ben and only 10 metres smaller than the 
great pyramid! It too was one of the tallest buidings 
in the world for hundreds of years after it was built. 
Its light could be seen from 29 miles away as it 
guided ships into the great harbour at Alexandria.

Point your tablet at the picture to see what this 
amazing structure would have looked like.

Much of the 
religion and 
culture of 
Ancient 
Egypt does 
not survive 
today. There 
are many reasons why so much has been 
lost, but the conquering of Egypt by 
di�erent empires of the ancient world 
contributed greatly. Modern Egypt is now a 
mainly Muslim state with a very strong and 
ancient Christian tradition. The amazing 
artefacts and monuments left behind have 
attracted visitors and tourists from all 
around the world for centuries.

Why don’t Egyptians 
build pyramids today? 
Why don’t they believe in 
the same gods that the 
ancient Egyptians did 
thousands of years ago?

Egypt became part of the Roman 
Empire in 30 BC, after the Romans 
defeated Antony and Cleopatra in 
the Roman Civil War. The Romans 
relied heavily on Egypt for grain, 
and wanted to protect this vital 
source of food by making it part 
of their own  empire.

Even though Egypt was now part of the Roman Empire, it did 
not mean its ancient traditions such as mummi�cation and 
worshipping of the gods stopped. It was not until Christianity 
arrived in Egypt in the 4th Century AD that Ancient Egyptian 
culture as we know it came to an end.

Egypt’s last pharaohs, Cleopatra and 
her son, Caesarian
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