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Ancient Egyptian women could:

Nefertiti

 

Women in 
Ancient Egypt

Nefertiti, whose full name is 
Neferneferuaten Nefertiti, was Queen of 
Egypt alongside Akhenaten, who brie�y 
changed the Egyptian religion to worship 
only one god, the Aten. It is thought by 
some that they ruled Egypt together as 
husband and wife. After Akhenaten’s 
death, it is rumoured that Nefertiti may 
have ruled Egypt alone as the Pharaoh 
Neferneferuaten before being succeeded 
by Tutankhamun.

Point your tablet at Nefertiti to hear what 
she has to say (and hear how to pronounce 
her full name)!

It might sound strange to most of us today, but in the past around 
many parts of the world, women were thought of as less important 

than men. This meant they weren’t allowed the same freedoms as 
men. Sadly, this is still true for many women today. 

However, unlike much of the rest of the Ancient World, women in 
Egypt were equal to men, holding many of the same basic 
human rights. 

Purchase and own property
It is not until 1870 in Britain that the Married Women’s 
Property Act is passed, which allowed married women to 
own their own property.

They could divorce their husbands
It is not until 1857 with the passing of the Matrimonial 
Causes Act that women could more easily divorce their 
husbands.

They could own and manage their own businesses
In 12th century England, only widows or spinsters 
(unmarried women) could own and run a business.

Serve as witnesses and jurors in court cases
Women could only serve as a juror in UK courts after 1919.

Women in Egypt could even 
be Pharaoh, with many 
famous examples including 

Hatshepsut, Cleopatra (left) 
and Nefertiti. Hatshepsut 

was the �rst woman Pharaoh 
and ruled between 1478 BC 

and 1458 BC.

Women as Pharaoh

Despite being equal in law, many 
household tasks where still 
carried out by women
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