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Building the 
Great Pyramid

There are two main chambers inside the Great Pyramid. A third 
chamber was started and was carved into the rock below the 

pyrmaid but never �nished. The pyramid was built as a tomb, 
probably for the pharoah Khufu. When it was �nished, it would 

have been encased in polished, white stone called 
limestone. The pyramid would have been an even more 

incredible sight, glistening in the Egyptian sun!

No one really knows how the 
pyramids were built. 
Archaeologists have to look at 
the evidence to see how it 
could be done. The most likely 
theory is that some kind of 
ramp was used.  Archaeologists 
have experimented with 
di�erent types of ramp and 
they believe that the best 
design would have zig -zagged 
around the pyramid shape as it 
got higher. Point your tablet at 
the pyramid to see what this 
may have looked like!

The Great Pyramid is built from about 2.5 million stones

How do you think they were built?

It took about 10 to 20  years to build around 2500BC
When it was �nished it was 146.5m tall

The tallest building  in the world for 4000 yrs

DID YOU KNOW?

The ancient Egyptians measured in royal cubits. 
they were between 523 to 529  mm long. The 

pyramid was 280 cubits high when it was 
�nished.

To Bury a King
There are about 65 tombs in the Valley of the Kings although they aren’t all kings! No one knows if there 
are more to be uncovered. The very latest discovery was in 2011 by archaeologists from Switzerland. The 
tomb is that of a temple singer called Nehmes Bastet, the daughter of the high priest of Amun. Nehmes’ 
co�n and mummi�ed body were still inside!

Mummies are the remains of 
people or animals that have been 

preserved. Egyptians believed in an afterlife which is why 
they spent so much time preserving the body, so the 
person could live in it after death. They only left the heart 
inside as they thought it was the source of their emotions 
and their intelligence. The body was �rst stu�ed and dried 
out with Natron, a salt that absorbed all the moisture from 
the body. Once it had dried out, the stu�ng was removed 
and the body was wrapped in linen and placed inside a 
sarcophagus (a co�n).Ramesses III

Ramesses III ruled for 31 years from1186 
BC to 1155 BC. He was a Pharoah of the 
20th dynasty, which lasted for about 120 
years. There is strong evidence that there 
was a plot to kill him! Documents have 
been discovered that show the plot was 
led by one of his wives, Tiye. No one 
knows for sure if the plot succeeded, 
however the mummy of Rameses III 
(above) was examined in 2011 and 
shows evidence that his throat was cut. 

Point your tablet at the picture of the 
tomb entrance to reveal how deep and 
winding Ramesses’ tomb goes into the 
valley.

Mummi�cation

The Tomb of Ramesses III
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