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The Pharaohs

Pharaohs were considered to be a 
living god, usually ‘Horus’ the god of 
the sky and the protector of the 
rulers of Egypt. Many Pharaohs 
claimed to be the living image of 
other gods throughout the 31 
dynasties.

There were at least 170 pharaohs covering 31 Dynasties. The �rst 
known to Egyptologists is Narmer (also known as Menes). The last ruler 
of Egypt was Ptolemy XV, the 3 year old son of Cleopatra who he 
reigned with until the Romans took over in 30 BC. It is thought he 
was the son of Julius Ceasar, although this was disputed at the time 
and has never been proven. It is possible that he was murdered by 

the Romans at just 17 years old  although again, there is no real proof.

A pharaoh is a king or ruler. The word is Greek and 
is based on an Egyptian word for ‘great house’. 
When it was �rst used, it referred to the great 
palace of the king, not the king himself!

What is a Pharaoh?

Ramesses II

Ramesses II was one of the greatest and best known of the pharaohs. He 
ruled during the nineteenth dynasty (1292 - 1186 BC) and lived into his 
nineties, fathering at least 85 children with his seven principle wives.   
He lived so long that twelve of his crown princes died before him 
and it was his thirteenth son, Merenptah who eventually 
succeeded him as pharaoh. He had more statues and monuments 
made to himself than any other ruler. The famous statue in the 
British Museum is only the upper half. It was carved from a 
single piece of granite and there are still fragments of paint 
visible that would have made it an even more impressive 
sight!

‘King Tut’ is perhaps the most well known 
pharaoh because his tomb was discovered, still 
virtually untouched by Howard Carter in 1922. 
Tutankhamun died in 1323 BC, probably from 
complications of a broken leg and malaria. He 
became pharaoh aged just 9 years old! His 
name means “living image of Amun”. Amun 
was king of the gods and god of the wind.
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