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Archaeology is a precise science, with lots of measuring, recording and analysis of historic sites and 
excavations. Flinders Petrie is one of the people responsible for making archaeology the science it is 
today. 

Discovering
Ancient Egypt

Why do we know so much about the Ancient 
Egyptians if they lived so long ago? It’s partly 
because they left behind so many amazing 
buildings, monuments and writings which tell us 
how they lived and what they believed. But it’s 
also that people have always been excited by 
the Ancient Egyptians. Even Romans born 
thousands of years after the construction of the 
Pyramids were fascinated by the Ancient 
Egyptian culture, and this has continued 
through history. Flinders Petrie

Howard Carter is one of the most famous Egyptologists. Carter 
and his team discovered an unopened tomb in the Valley of the 
Kings, near Luxor. The tomb belonged to Tutankhamun, 
probably the most famous of the Ancient Egyptians. There were 
hundreds of artefacts inside the tomb, and a death mask made 

of solid gold.

Petrie’s studies of Ancient Egyptian sites used techniques such as sequence 
dating, which allowed archaeologists to make a very good estimate of how 

old an object was. Most of his collection can still be seen today in the 
Manchester Museum. 

Howard Carter

After Napoleon’s invasion of Egypt and the flood of artefacts that were brought back with his 
armies, many people in Europe became fascinated by the Ancient Egyptians. The study of this 
ancient culture became fashionable. The Victorians even held “Mummy 
Unwrapping Parties”, where an Egyptian mummy was unwrapped in front 
of an audience. Much important knowledge was destroyed and lost as 
this so called “Egyptomania” took hold in Europe.

Egyptomania

Napoleon in front of the Sphinx in 
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